
Rationale: The beginning of a school year brings new students with new unique abilities together. Reading 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children will introduce students to the theme that these oddities and 

abilities are what make children special and their own person. I will be using Miss Peregrine’s Home for 

Peculiar Children at the beginning of the semester because I believe that the underlying message about 

children’s individuality is essential to introduce the beginning of a new school year. The following lesson will 

give students the ability to write about their individual quirks in a safe and secure environment followed by an 

activity that will help students relate to one another. 

Common Core Standards: This lesson will be taught to a general sixth grade Language Arts class. 

Objectives: Students will be able to… 

Materials: 

- Pen and Paper 

- Ransom Riggs’ Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children 

- Checkerboard handout (see attached) 

Anticipatory Set: 

On the board as the students walk into the classroom the teacher will write some quirks that make him or her 

unique followed by “what makes you unique.” The teacher will then briefly discuss the activity where students 

will write on a note card, without their names on them, the things that they believe make them unique. The 

teacher will then collect the note cards and read several aloud to the class so that peers can see just how unique 

their classmates are without exposing any students who may be embarrassed about their qualities.  

Procedure: 

Time Students will Teacher will 

2 minutes Listen  Explain the anticipatory set 

3 minutes Write their responses on note cards Observe and keep students on task 

2 minutes Listen  Share several note card responses along 

with his or her own qualities 

2 minutes Listen Pass out checkerboard and explain the 

checkerboard activity 

9 minutes Complete checkerboard activity Keep students on task and watch the 

time  

7 minutes Stand up when the boxes they fit into 

are called 

Read aloud the checkerboard boxes 

 

Summary/Closure: 

 Following this lesson, the teacher should begin to discuss the qualities of Miss Peregrine’s Home for 

Peculiar Children to prepare her students for the literary journey ahead. The novel is full of quirky twists and 

turns and may not be what students expect for starting a school year. This activity should help introduce the idea 

of odd features, experiences, and characteristics of people to prepare students for the unique children who will 

be discussed throughout the novel. 

Assessment: 



 There will be no assessment for this lesson plan. 

Homework/Follow-up assignment: 

 Following this lesson, the teacher should assign reading of Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 

Children based on what he or she believes is the proper amount of pages for her class. 

Attachments: 

 Attached to this lesson plan is the checkerboard for the sixteen minute activity. 

Accomodations/Adaptations: 

 If a student is physically disabled, the checkerboard activity will be more difficult for this student to 

complete. Should a student have a physical disability that hinders their participation in this activity, they will be 

given the option to sit out or to have the teacher encourage other students to approach him or her with their 

papers due to their inability to move. 

 The checkerboard activity should be a good way for ELL students to let their peers know they can speak 

two or more languages. The box designated to students who can speak two or more languages should not be 

very full so it will introduce their peers to the idea of having a bilingual peer. But, if the ELL student has 

difficulty reading or translating the words on the checkerboard, he or she will be paired with a native speaking 

student to assist them. 

 Students who suffer from dyslexia or another reading disability will be paired with another student to 

assist them with the checkerboard activity. These students will also be excused from the note card activity if the 

disability affects their ability to write. 
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Appendix: 

- Checkerboard 

  



Directions: Above are several things that make a person unique. You will be surprised to see how many of your 

classmates will have similar unique qualities. During the time allotted, walk around the classroom and find as 

many of your peers as you can who share similar abilities and/or experiences as yourself and write their names 

in the proper box. At the end of class we will share to see whose names went into each of the above boxes. 

Travelled to more 
than 5 U.S. states 

Changed schools 
2+ times 
 

Owns more than 3 
pets 

Can wiggle ears Can roll tongue Is Double jointed 

Can do a back 
handspring 

Plays 2 or more 
sports 

Plays an 
instrument 

Can sing well Can speak 2 or 
more languages 

Has more than 4 
siblings 

Can say the 
alphabet 
backwards 

Can list all 50 
states in ABC 
order 

Loves to collect 
interesting things 

 


